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On my 18th birthday, my mother handed me a piece of paper on which
she had written ten points that she wanted to pass on to me in adulthood. Item one read: ‘The purpose of our lives is to evolve towards perfection. Nothing that is created and good is ever thrown away. Everything
builds on previous achievements. You are descended from Joseph’s brother Levi, who lived 3,000 years ago.’ My mother collected and archived
her own life. I inherited it and made it into a film that is primarily about
perception, my legacy and addressing history. My film is an attempt to
tell what was told and not told in my family, using objects, photos, audio and video material. The film is about trauma and at the same time
about how history can be produced, archived, brought into conversations
and categorized, both at macro and micro level, and how I continued to
collect so that I could tell a story. My mother died in 1996 while preparing this film. I wondered how should I continue. Eventually, I decided to
focus on the things she left behind and the memories that I connect with
these things. I wanted to understand how trauma that I didn’t experience was transmitted to me and how it has influenced my perception.
It’s very hard to avoid thinking in terms of perpetrators and victims. I
deliberately avoided it while working with the material because I thought
it was important to show the complexity of the connections. It was a process. I think I used to want to identify more strongly with the Jewish side
and leave out the contradictions. Working on the film helped me to begin
seeing things much more precisely. I also tried to portray my mother and
grandmother not as victims, but as women who fought in their own way
(mainly with humor and irony) and developed their own ways of transforming painful experiences into stories, suffering into something bearable.
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